The Shepherd

ST DAVID'S 1525 Taylor Way, West Vancouver, BC V7S 1N5
N Tra enomen Phone: 604-922-3961 Fax: 604-922-2680
email: stdavids_unitedchurch@telus.net
www.stdavidsunited.com

May/June 2010

(' . .
. .. .,_ » .‘ . .. et

; s *

Happy AnnivdRsanyle mb e r R €

On Sunday, June 6" the United Church of Canada celebrates its 85th anniversary.

In 1925, after decades of conversation and negotiation, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
Congregational denominations in Canada joined to create a new Christian presence in this
country. Though there were differences of governance, theology and liturgy, the three
denominations creatively compromised for greater efficiency of resources and to better meet
the needs of the Canadian population. Seeking Christian harmony rather than division, the
United Church |lives under itsl7B3nner o0that all ma

Inspired by an engaged understanding of the Gospel, the United Church has always been on the

front edge of important (and often controversial) positions: the ordination of women (beginning

with Lydia Gruchy in 1936), a Sunday school curriculum integrating new understandings of

Biblical and theological scholarship (1963), greater support of women in positions of authority

(the 7006s), the ordination of homosexuals (1988),
brothers and sisters (continuing).
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Reflection®
On the road again ..

That old Willie Nelson song summarizes my last month as
President of BC Conference A 3 day clergy conference at
Loon Lake in Maple Ridge, then a flight to Haida Gwaii for the
Native Ministry Circle and Prince Rupert Presbytery meeting
then an evening visit with Westminster Presbytery, then a
weekend trip to Nakusp for the Kootenay Presbytery
meetingécd mo n , e v ert Y n eslonnthelroad again,
packed up my bags €&€0m on the

The Beautiful Kootenays

=4

|l tds been a privilege to visit remote and stur
hear the experiences of people from a wide variety of pastoral situat i on s . Il tds bee
to come to know more personally those who serve on the Native Ministry Council and their
experience of the Church, both through residential schools and through a continued and

ongoing relationship with the Church groundedin Chr i st . |l tds been a del
friends and to make new ones. And |1 dve been
frustrations, hopes and dreams for our beloved Church.

My involvement has been different eachhpl saoenet i ges | @
presentation, ofbrboupcohd®ker sabcohjtatwagps | 0m t he
experiences and questions people have about the Church. Sometimes | simply hold what |

hear prayerfully, sometimes | take what | hear and see if we can follow-up with further
conversations or directions for the Conference

On the afternoon of Sunday, June 6, I 61 1 presi
candidates are ordained, commissioned, recognized and received intoordered ministry of the
United Church. ltdés a big deal, and agai n, a

(our own Colleen Blair will be recognized as a Designated Lay Minister).
Thank you for your support as | undertake this work on behalf of BC Conference. My being
t her e, oon the roadod, means sometimes | &6m not

understanding and patience, but also your encouragement for this ministry we share in the
Body of Christ.

Dan
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Mar shads Musi ngs 5 /

ltdhard to believe that wedr e
church year. Indeed, when school lets out,people look forward to
precious summer days. Parents and grandparents, busy with the
kids, travel hither and yon ... but wait! Stuff is still happening at
St . Davi dos'!

Recently, our congregation learned a new song. We all learned it
together. It reminded me that we were all born to sing and that
singing as a community is an important way to connect with each other and with God. | have to admit,
I never liked my voice when | was a child. But through lots of training as an adult, | came to love the act
of singing and started to believe that | had something to offer when | opened my mouth. How about

you? Wel | , hereds yourr oawtpanscienlgi nigdlllesksensef teritmheg
startinginmid-J u n e . We d | | meet for a short time after chu
and finding greater ease within ourselves. Becaus

chance to be embarrassed. This is a nerisk opportunity! FREE lessons o for all ages. How can you say
no to that? | look forward to helping you find your true voice. Just think of the possibilities!

And going back in ti me el manytpeople Kindlyt gave eheirdimel tatalk abodto v e mb

musi c at St . Davi dds anRleasg kneva that wedcentinsie tawimpleeensyowr r e d .
ideas.Pl ease contact me any time to talk about your ho
musi c. Il &m all ears and am excited to help put youl
And now, a tribute. Hwa Yeon Lee, a marvelous pia
community since January 2009. Recently moved to the neighbourhood, she started attending St.

Daviddés and felt at home. Then Marion Walsh offe

opportunity to improve her English. Through the ESL group, | was introduced to her and it was love at

first sight! Hwa Yeon and | have been making music together ever since. To the delight of the church

staff, they were serenaded over many, many weeks as Hwa Yeon practiced her heart out on her most
chall enging repertoire. And now, we wil/| al lall be al
its splendour. On June 6, Hwa Yeon wil/l make her final musi cal
noon hour recital. Kaine Newton, the brilliant young violinist, will also offer her talents in the same

concert. To top it all off, the concert will be a fundraiser for Out of the Cold. Please plan to show your

support by coming in from the sun on this day. A light lunch will be offered for those who reserve

ahead SO | et me know youdr e -80%6i08nag ! email na atl me
marsha@stdavidsunited.com Looking forward to seeing you there!

As for the rest of the summer, | look forward to singing with you during Worship (and beyond!). If you
have any special requestsd to sing or to hear - just let me know! | am here to serve!

Blessings,

Marsha Goold
604-809-6708
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Children, Youth and Family Ministry

Greetings and Happy Spring! It has been a delight getting to know
so many of you over the past
learning my way around with Sunday School and the Junior Youth
Group. | continue to be moved and inspired by this community...
and am espedally grateful for the incredible team of Sunday School
teachers who dedicate their time and energy each Sunday (and
during the week!) to making church such a vital, life-giving place for
our children and youth.

| love this time of year... and | know too that it is a busy time for many of us... school activities, arts,
sports, camping, and family time all pull us in many wonderful different directions. Do know that you
are always welcome to join us at Sunday School and at Junior Youth gatherings...evefi you candt

every time, come when you can and weol | be delighte
ones for children and youth programs here at St. Da
Blessings,

Kerri Mesner

If you have any questions or would like to touch base further, you can contact me via the church office
phone, or by email at revkerri@yahoo.com.

Upcoming Events for Sunday School and Junior Youth:

Friday May 28th: 4:30-6:00pm

Junior Youth are continuing to put together a special drama presentation to share during Gathering

Time in worship on May 30th. If you are a junior youth, this is your chance to share your ideas and
hopes for your church! E v e ntogethersycome wlea yod dan- goorwaice t o a |
is important! No theatre experience needed, and there is something for everyone-even i f you ¢
want to be onstage!

Sunday May 30th
Junior Youth drama presentation for Gathering Ti me
hearfromSt.Dav dds youth about their hopes and dreams for

Junior and Senior Youth annual Stephen Lewis Picnic Lunch fundraiser

Junior and Senior Youth will be working together to offer special picnic lunches this Sunday to raise
funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. Pick up your lunch (or severall) and then enjoy them at the
congregational meeting that follows.

June 13th
Celebration Sunday!
Pl ease join us as we celebrate the incredibla teach

special place to be! If you have volunteered as a Sunday School teacher during the year, please join us
so we canthank you!

Page 4 of 8



News andJpcomingEvents

Paint Your Faith

Four artists. Four countries. One wall.

Emerging Spirit, a program of the United Church of Canada, invited four artists to join together to
express their faith through art. If you happen to be on the downtown eastside, stop by the empty lot
on the corner of Abbott alinfidd aHaege mnuraHpRiatédiby fgus talentedl h e r e
artists who worked together on this project for the community. Or, you can go to the Emerging Spirit

web site and read about this innovative outreach program.

A wonderful spin-off from this art project: ther e s now a movement to turn

community garden. Letds hopel

Summer Whereabouts and Whoseabouts

Dan Chambers will be away from July 278 August 29.

Leanne Gilhuis will be away fromJuly 1 - August 3

Marsha Goold will be away from ...to be determined

Coll een Blair wildl be back after her
(June 1508 Aug. 15: we pay Colleen for 10 months of the year) on Monday, August 16th.
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Spring Strawberries

The wonderful women of the UCW will be holding their
Annual Strawberry Tea on Friday, June 18" at 1:30 pm in
the Church Lounge. Plan to attend this fun and delicious
event. Tickets are only $5, but the smiles will last for
days.

Emmanuel &oraid fudds for the Canadian Diabetes Association

| will be cycling in the Vancouver-to-Whi st l er o0 GranFondobd
awareness and funds for the Canadian Diabetes Association. More than three
million Canadians have diabetes, and this umber is expected to grow to 3.7
million by 2020. The personal and public costs are enormous, both in terms of
health and well-being as well as financial impact.

A lot can be done however, and much is being done thanks to organizations like
the Canadian Diabetes Association. You can help. Please make a donation by
visiting http://tiny.cc/dtxb2

This 120km mostly uphill ride will be a major personal challenge. And | want to
offer a similar challenge to the members of St . Davidds Unite
contribute what you can, and together we will easily raise thousands of dollars
for this worthy cause. Thank you. Emmanuel Huchet

Donate: tiny.cc/dtxb2
Ride info: rbcgranfondowhistler.com
My blog: whistlergranfondo2010.blogspot.com

Peace Pole in Place

After a truck which had lost its brakes plowed through our outdoor sign, peace pole and lawn, finally
the new one has been installed, thanks to the incredible persistence and patience of Paul Mockler, who
worked through the ICBC account, and Jim Morrison, who diligently worked to reproduce the signs we
had. Stay tuned for a Peace Pole blessing (and dessert) with a few of our neighbours from Har El
Synagogue.
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QOutreach

Korogocho

Two more wires of $1,000.00have been sent this month to the Children of Korogocho Fund, one of St.
David's Outreach initiatives supporting children in a poor community on the fringes of Nairobi, Kenya
(since 2005.

Contributions from our congregation and the greater community have enabled us to lend suppor t to
such programmes of the African NGO, ANPPCAN- the African Network for the Prevention and
Protection of Children against Child Abuse and Neglect. The money has gone to support Home Day
Cares and to provide school uniforms and opportunities for children and teens to get an education, in
addition to making contributions to specific children identified as in need of special help in Korogocho.
Our ongoing support is so very much needed and appreciated. Many thanks for your continued
donations to the Childre n of Korogocho Fund.

Excerpts from a thank you letter are below;

dReceive warm greetings from Nairobi.We take this opportunity to thank you and your friends for the
support towards our children in Kenya. May God bless you all. Thank you very much.

Lookout Shelter Sandwich-making:

Under the dedicated organization of Dora Bergen, a
meets at the Lookout Shelter in North Vancouver & usually on the first Tuesday evening of the month -

to prepare sandwiches for people who are staying at the shelter to take to work the following day, or to

have as a late evening meal. This is a need very close to home, and we are always looking for people

who are willing to help out. Please contact Dora at dora@dorabergen.com or 604.722.2195 to volunteer

or learn more.

Out of the Cold update: Bless you, Sandy!

For the last five years, St. Sandy Johnson has served as a prime mover and shaker, organizer and chief

for the Out of the Cold program. She and her trustworthy sidekick, K.T., give a good portion of their

week in the preparation of the dinner, show up before anyone else on the day, and are often the last to

leave. With knee surgery approaching (at long last!), Sandy is steppingdown from her position which

she hasfilled with much humour, grace and compassion. A statue should be erected at First United. A
plane should fly overhead writing in the sky 0Thank
the city. But evenif none of this happens, we reach out our arms for an embrace and say to Sandy and

K.T. Thank you so very much!
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Thank You from Haiti. A note of gratitude from Haitians expressed to our
Moderator, the Very Rev. Marti Tindal.

Dear Friends in Christ,
| greet you at Pentecost with words of blessing written by my friend Jim Ball:

We were made
to know joy and to be a blessing.
We were created
to experience love and to ease the burdens of those who travel with us.
We were birthed to walk together i
justly, humbly, & lightly A
upon Gododés earth.

This Pentecost blessing blows through my disturbing and inspiring memories of Haiti at Easter. The suffering of

the worl dds first free Black republic, made deleqeéaar. under
Haitians, though, perennially look to the future with determination and hope, expecting joy and blessing. As
church, we are created to travel together, easing one an

As five of us walked with our Haitian sisters and brothers on your behalf last month, we were shown how love is
experienced and burdens eased. Henr i, a blind musician
thank God and Canada for helping people living with disabilities, because after the earthquake our problems are

much worse.déd Denison, a university student whose studi e:
canot get back to school. 6 Pastor Arc ne, Wwid affiseg toldus,u r c h ¢

OAI'l Haitians are deeply wounded. & Yet if webre still al

Our Haitian partners, The Methodist Church of Haiti and the Karl Lévéque Cultural Institute, asked us to thank you
for the many ways you have walked with themf not only since the earthquake on January 12 but also for decades
before the earthquake. They want you to know that your long -standing generosity to the Mission and Service
Fund has enabled them to provide education for all ages, teacher training, sustainable agriculture, support for
small business enterprises, and more. Your extraordinary donations to relief and restoration since January, which
are now approaching $3 million, have made the difference between life and death and strengthened first steps
toward post-earthquake reconstruction. Immediate emergency relief in the form of food, water, sanitation, and
shelter has saved lives. Our church was able to deliver these things quickly and efficiently through our
collaboration with ACT Alliance. Now our partners look toward longer -term projects by which to build and bless
their shattered society

| assured him that we will help them get there, and that we will accompany him and others in projects of justice,

humility, and living more lightly on the Earth, not only in the city of Port -au-Prince but also throughout the

country. Our Haitian friends offer an inspiring example of determination for an ecologically, economically, and

socially just future. As an international community, we can help themfi and learn with them, since, to some
degree, the challenges facing Haitian are challenges f act
received through www.united-church.ca/haiti.

Let us continue walking together justly, humbl vy, and |
creation as church, in this season of Pentecost.
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